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Firstly, a warm welcome to local residents and community members to the Te Ara ō Wairākei 
Stormwater Reserve e-news.  What a wonderful area for walking and relaxing this corridor is. 

  

In these e-newsletters we will provide updates on the project and how it relates to you and your 
family. 

In this issue you will find: 

•         An overview and background information to the project 

•         An update on the current status 

•         Answers to some frequently asked questions 

•         Details of how we will be engaging with the local community about future plans, including an 
upcoming community meeting 

 

Some Key Facts around the Wairākei Landscape Plan Project 

•         The planting is part of a consent issued by and plan agreed with Bay of Plenty Regional Council 



•         The native plants have been chosen for their ability to improve water quality and to cope with 
wet and dry periods. 

•         The planting is designed to be low level and will not have a significant impact on water views. 

•         We are not building a wetland 

•         Full details of the Wairākei Landscape Plan and an updated set of FAQs can be found at 
https://www.tauranga.govt.nz/our-future/projects/Wairākei-landscape-plan  

  

Project Overview and Background 

The 15-kilometre Wairākei stormwater corridor (Wairākei meaning ‘translucent waters from a divine 

source) is a designated stormwater and drainage reserve, fundamental to how stormwater is 

managed for the entire Papamoa area. Known for many years as the Papamoa Drain (a reminder 
of the essential function of this land), Te Ara ō Wairākei has undergone many changes to its original 
natural character over time.  

  

In order for Tauranga City Council to open up development in Papamoa, requirements for increased 
stormwater drainage in the Wairākei area were necessary. 

  

In 2015, the Bay of Plenty Regional Council granted Tauranga City Council a variation to an 
existing resource consent to improve and develop the stormwater infrastructure in Papamoa. A 
requirement of this variation is that Tauranga City Council needed to prepare and implement a 
landscape and cultural plan. This requirement resulted in the Wairākei Landscape Plan with the 
aim to: 

•         improve the stormwater function of the stream corridor  

•         restore some of the area’s ecological character  

•         increase the recreational and cultural value to the community 

The Wairākei Stream Cultural Management Plan provides for cultural recognition elements: 

•         identification of areas of cultural significance  

•         measures to protect and enhance tuna (eel) habitat  

Consultation was carried out with the local community in 2017 and feedback from locals was 
included in the final plans. 

  

https://www.tauranga.govt.nz/our-future/projects/wairakei-landscape-plan


Outcomes of the cultural plan  

  

Indigenous planting appropriate to the stormwater function of the corridor is a requirement of 
the resource consent and landscape plan. We are presently implementing the agreed 
landscape plan. Whilst we cannot make major changes to riparian planting areas, we are able 
to make some changes to the amenity planting - which we will be able to discuss with 
residents at the meeting on 14 November 2019. 

  

  

Some of the recent improvements you may have noticed from the plan along the Te Ara ō 
Wairākei corridor include new benches, signage, boardwalks, cycleways, pathways and native 
planting as well as non-native shade trees which have been a priority for the community since 
2004. We have received plenty of positive feedback from the community and residents in the 
areas where planting has been completed. 

  

What are the benefits of the planting? 

The benefits of the planting along the Wairākei include:  

•         Improved habitat for native fauna  

•         Bank stabilisation once roots are established 

•         Water quality improvements in terms of contaminants, nutrients, smell, appearance and algal 
blooms 

•         An enhanced experience for the community using the area. We have received positive 
feedback from people who love the increase in birdlife, the look of the planting, the improvements 
to the tracks and trails, and the improved feel of the environment from walkers and cyclists 

Plant roots help to hold the soil together, making the edges of waterways stronger. We know the 
banks in some areas have suffered some erosion, however once plants are more established this 
will vastly improve. The grown plants will provide shade along the stream edge, which helps 
maintain a good water temperature to reduce algae bloom and create the best habitat for native 
fish and other aquatic life. The plants will also soak up excess nutrients through their roots – 
helping to keep the water cleaner and free of algae.  

  

What areas are included in planting and where are we up to? 

The landscape plan covers stormwater reserve land for the entire corridor, from Pacific View 
Road to the Te Tumu boundary and is  being implemented in two stages.  

•         Stage One: The Wairākei area, including the landward side of the Wairākei Stream 
from Pacific View Road through to Golden Sands Drive.  



•         Stage Two: The Te Tumu area. This area encompasses the rural zoned land from 
the eastern end of Papamoa Beach Road, eastward to the Kaituna River. Plans for this 
area will be further developed following rezoning in the next few years. 

Most planting for Stage One has been completed, except for the area behind Tatahi Cove, and 
the area from Palm Beach Boulevard, along Montego Drive and up to Gravatt Road, including the 
areas by Laguna Key and Newport Key. Work on the planting at the Palm Beach section of the Te 
Ara ō Wairākei is currently on hold to allow additional time to consult with the community on the 
plans.  

  

Maintenance and Spraying 

Some of you have expressed concern about the maintenance and particularly spraying in the 
area. Our contractor, CGC, will be looking after the planted areas for two years after planting as 
part of their contract ensuring plants are maintained well.  

  

We share your concerns around the impact of spraying, and as a result we have decided to use 
biodegradable wool squares around plants where we can, which will reduce the amount of 
spraying required.  

  

Where spraying is needed to remove weeds, CGC will be spot spraying only.  Wider spraying will 
only be used in a margin between the planting and grass so the grass doesn’t grow too long 
where mowers cannot reach.  The need to spray is expected to taper off six to eight months (after 
planting) as the plants grow and create ground cover that will naturally suppress weeds. 

  

Next steps & Community Meeting 

We plan to work with the local community to move forward with planting.  Further planting will not 
take place until the next planting season in autumn. The existing plants around the Palm Beach 
area will not be removed, as we have received lots of positive feedback from many community 
members who enjoy the plants and who understand the benefits they bring. The plants are also a 
requirement of the resource consent.  

  

In the next few weeks, we will be making contact with residents and property owners directly 
adjacent to the stormwater corridor. We will also hold a meeting to discuss the plans with 
everyone who may be interested – local residents, other community stakeholders and members 
of community groups.  

  

The community meeting will be held on 14 November from 4.30 to 6pm in the Aihe 
Room at the Pāpāmoa Community Centre. All welcome. 



  

This meeting is about hearing your aspirations for the areas that have not been completed. We 
want to give you the opportunity to see the plans and have some input into what will happen next 
- in line with what is allowed by the resource consent.  We will provide more information about the 
meeting in our next e-News. 

  

It’s also about providing people with updates about the project so that everyone in the community 
receives the same facts and information.  

  

We will work together with you on any issues identified during the meeting and let you know how 
we will communicate with you moving forward. 
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