
21 February 2018 
 
 
The Tauranga City Council Mayor, Councillors and Executive 
 
We are presently exploring the formation of a Residents and Ratepayers Association for Papamoa. 
Whether this is done by way through the existing Papamoa Progressive Association (PPA) or the 
formation of a new organisation is yet to be determined.  
  
You may be aware that the Western Bay of Plenty district mandates Community Boards to “represent 
and act as an advocate for the interests of their communities” (this being one of their many roles). The 
WBOPDC in fact even has a “Democracy Advisor” in support of the Community Boards.  

  
Papamoa is a rapidly growing suburb of Tauranga City and as a consequence, is confronted with growth 
issues, probably the most notable being access into and out of the suburb. Papamoa Beach Road is 
an overloaded, inadequate, noisy chip seal connector road and yet the increasing number of residents 
still have to wait for the completion of another inadequate, narrow 2 lane road in Te Okoroa Drive for 
which the TCC Councillors mandated.  
 
We are fortunate that Papamoa has two competent and approachable councillors (Councillors Morris 
and Brown) but it is apparent by some of the Council decisions over the past 2 to 3 years that the views 
of the Community are not always (if at all) being taken seriously by the Councillors and the TCC 
executive. Papamoa continues to grow (soon to expand into the Te Tumu Stage) and provides a large 
and increasing ratepayers base for the TCC. Growth of the area is clearly going to continue regardless, 
and until the Eastern interchange with the TEL and all connector roads from the subdivisions are 
constructed and Te Okoroa Drive becomes a 4 lane feeder road, the roading infrastructure will remain 
inadequate and residents frustrations of trying to get to and from work or children to school will increase 
(as they are already). The infrastructure especially of Papamoa East compared with the Lakes 
subdivision is significant. The Lakes by comparison is well planned with good roading and connector 
roads to both SH 29 and SH 36 thus providing good ingress and egress to and from the subdivision. 
This is definitely not the case for Papamoa East. 
 
Apart from roading, there are other issues of concern to residents and ratepayers alike (with further 
issues  likely to arise) as the suburb grows. We believe there are two ways the increasing frustrations 
of the residents can be heard by the Council, one being by way of individuals using social media and 
the other being through a collective of local representatives whether it be the Papamoa Progressive 
Association or the formation of a Residents and Ratepayers Association for Papamoa. The intention 
would be to have a direct and professional conduit to the TCC to encourage discussion and to generate 
positive outcomes for all concerned. This is not to be an Association set up with the intention to block 
progress but one which could work positively with the Council on the proviso that the residents’ concerns 
can be heard and exercise their democratic rights before decisions are made.   
  
As with the Community Boards in the WBOPDC, this Association needs to be mandated, supported 
and if necessary be funded by the TCC. Before we embark on this proposal, we would appreciate some 
feedback from the TCC and more particularly from the TCC Councillors and executive. 

  
Regards 

Concerned Papamoa Residents and Ratepayers 
 
pp. John Middleton, Rick Hannay and Wayne George 
 
emails: johnny.mid@gmail.com 

hannays@outlook.co.nz 
kiwihowse@hotmail.com 
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