
 

                       
Papamoa Residents & Ratepayers Association 

Minutes of General Meeting Held Monday 14th May 2018 at 7.30pm 
Papamoa Sports & Recreation Centre, Parton Road, Papamoa. 
Present: Members plus Guest Speakers:  Kelvin Clout – Deputy Mayor & John Cruikshank – Kleena Bins, and 
Councillors Steve Morris & John Robson 
Apologies:   Athole Herbert, Peter Powley, Rick Hannay, Chris Townsend, Councillors Leanne Brown.  
Financial Report:  May Raffle: $73.10.  Financial Members: 119 
Guest Speaker:   

 John Cruikshank – Kleena Bins  

John spoke on the TCC proposal in the Long Term Plan to have rubbish collection council operated and ratepayer 
funded. Key survey of ratepayers showed that the vast majority were satisfied with the current arrangement. (It was 
later pointed out by Kelvin Clout that this survey was done prior to glass being removed from the recycling 
programme) 
Councils proposal is estimated to cost $250 per annum per household (does not include GST or Administration). Cost 
estimated by John to be $320.00 per annum per household.  He believes the current user pays system works best as 
everyone will be charged the same, but some have very little rubbish.  Food waste is a huge issue which is not 
currently catered for.   
Raglan has a waste food collection system which is working well and is self funding and making money.  This is a 
model which should be investigated.  It is not generally known that food waste and green waste in land fill, 
generates green house gases which are hugely detrimental to the environment.  
John suggested the Food Waste collection be the only change to the current system, it is a much lower cost 
operation, TCC estimates $40.00 per annum per household. 
He suggests that Glass recycling bins should be placed at supermarkets and shopping centres.  More cost effective 
and easier for ratepayers than charging to have plastic bins which need to be carried to the gate. 
Answers to Questions: 
Plastic is no longer cost effective to recycle, no market anywhere in the world wants to buy the plastic. 
Incineration is an option which was looked at but costs, Environment BOP and Iwi were against it. 
It was noted that in some cases, 7 trucks would cover the same street on rubbish day.  John believes competition is 
the best way to keep costs down.  Various suggestions were made from the floor. 
John was thanked by Wayne for his presentation. 
 

 Kelvin Clout – Deputy Mayor 

Councillors are currently wading through a record number of submissions to the Long Term Plan,  3200 submissions 
with 300 ratepayers presenting personally.   
Main isues for council are: 

1. Cycleways – pros and cons 

2. Sports Facilities and Reserves 

3. CBD Development 

4. Environmental issues. 

Recycling:  Kelvin said he had an open mind on this issue and it was still very much under discussion.  Tauranga City 
is way behind in recycling compared to all other main centres. 
Transport: one of the biggest problems we face as a city.  We have the highest rate of car use of any city in NZ.  
Bus servicing is looking at better routes, better timetabling.  Improved cycleways will encourage people to cycle to 
work.  Papamoa cycleways are down the priority list at present and currently looking at 2021. 
Future transport planning for the development of Te Tumu is imperative. 



Rates: With the huge rates increases which have been spoken about widely, Kelvin said that the councillors present 
in the room, and others on council were fighting hard to “squeeze” the increase down. There are changes under 
discussion to the rating structure, where the Uniform Annual General Charge would be calculated on a percentage of 
the property value.   Owners of higher value properties would pay more.  There would be changes to the Commercial 
Differential Rating where commercial property rates would increase and would be higher than residential rates. 
 
There were various questions from the floor: 

 Wetlands at Emerald Shores – appears to be a road being built right alongside the wetlands..  

The developers are putting foundations down for a road on that part which is swamp and very smelly.  Council is 
spending $3 million on wetland restoration. 

 Medical facilities – nothing in the area. 

DHB is included in the Long Term Plan, Wairakei will have a town centre with facilities.  TCC has put $1 million 
towards the rebuild of Papamoa Surf Lifesaving Club, and current thoughts are that St John’s Ambulance will be part 
of this development.  The Fire Station, currently on Parton Road, is looking at relocating to Tara Road. 

 Why are we so far behind with infrastructure. 

The GFC made council put the brakes on all expenditure at the time.  Now have to get to basics , growth has gone 
ahead of infrastructure.  We should have growth paying for growth, which is not what is currently the case. Council 
currently pays for the infrastructure required for the new developments.  Developers pay once the development is 
complete which is in effect interest free money for developers.  Council pays then waits for reimbursement. 
 
The following are key issues which councillors present will be carefully considering with a view to “squashing” the 
increase in rates. 

 Community Development department, to be reduced.  Central Government should take this on. 

 Digital Services – investment required to bring us into the 21st Century. 

 Tourism BOP – Destination management. 

 City Infrastructure – Urban Planning & Management 

 Investigating Resilience – sea level rise, climate change, bridges etc 

 
Steve Morris: Club Fit -  There were several of this in attendance who were quite irate at the TCC closing the 
Gym/Fitness Centre in the Tauranga Sports and Recreation Centre.  It seems that about 15 people attend twice a 
week.  Councillor Steve Morris addressed this and said Bay Venues (under TCC) job is to make money.  He explained 
that this was a Health and Safety issue as under the law, it was now a requirement to employ someone to be on 
hand during all fitness classes at the gym.  This was no longer economical, and the council could not justify spending 
ratepayers’ money to subsidise the gym.  There had been complaints from other privately-owned gyms in the area, 
who pointed out that the council was subsidising their competition.  Club Fit does not pay any lease, nor rates while 
all privately owned gyms must pay these expenses.   
 
Wayne asked if any PRRA member has an issue to raise at the general meeting, they must please email prior to the 
meeting (either to the councillors direct or to Wayne) so the councillors have time to investigate and answer the 
questions fully. Time can them be allocated to issues raised. 
 
Raffle was drawn and Wayne reminded us the next meeting is 11th June 2018 with guest speaker  

Jordan Williams of NZ Taxpayers Union, on local body excesses and extremes.  
Meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 

We wish to gratefully acknowledge the ongoing support of our Sponsors:  
Doug Jarvis – English Butchery   Meat Voucher 
Countdown Papamoa    Wine for Guest Speakers 
IFix Computers    IT Support 
Next Door Realty Ltd    Hall Hire & Stationery and Printing 
 


