
 

                       
Papamoa Residents & Ratepayers Association (PRRA) 

Minutes of General Meeting Held Monday 11th June 2018 at 7.30pm 
NEW VENUE: Legacy Gardens, cnr of Te Okuroa Drive and Ashley Place, Papamoa 
Present:  Members plus Guest Speaker Jordan Williams of NZ Taxpayers Union, Councillors Steve Morris, Leanne 
Brown, Kelvin Clout – Deputy Mayor,  Councillors Rick Curack & John Robson. 
Apologies:  Wayne George, Carole Long, Margaret Duff, Claire Sligh, Iaian Bibby, John Middleton, Christine Gaze, 

Max Mason,    
Financial Report:  May Raffle: $73.10.  Financial Members: 124 
Guest Speaker:   
Jordan Williams: Executive Director and Co-Founder of NZ Taxpayers Union, gave an interesting and informative 
presentation on the importance of having a watchdog/lobby group for the taxpayers and ratepayers who fund 
central and local government.  He spoke on various instances where NZ Taxpayers’ Union has given huge profile to 
ridiculous situations where public money is wasted, from politicians’ expenses to local body lack of accountability.  
One such instance was the Rotorua Lakes Councils decision to import mud from Korea, at a cost to local ratepayers 
of $90,000, for the Mud Festival.  With publicity and a petition, this waste of money was halted but not before legal 
action was threatened, then withdrawn against NZ Taxpayers Union by the Rotorua Mayor and Deputy Mayor.  
There were many such success stories. 
NZ Taxpayers’ Union Mission:  Lower Taxes, Less Waste, More Transparency. 
 
Presentation from Crs Leanne Brown and Steve : 

 Bella Vista Homes:  There is an investigation on what happened, why it happened and how the issue is going 

to be rectified.  The builder has gone bankrupt, and the home owners want full market value for their 

properties, plus damages and compensation.  Sale & Purchase agreements have been requested.  Houses 

are in various stages of completion, from some which are framed only to others which are fully enclosed and 

finished. Legal proceedings are underway. 

 Sirens: At long last, the decision has been made for 9 sirens, or Public Alerting Systems to be placed in 

various spots around Papamoa, Surf Club, sports grounds etc.  The money is in the budget and they should 

be in action in 18 months time.  

 Rates: The proposed rates increase has been reduced to 3.5% to 3.8% for residential home owners. (Inflation 

plus 2%) 

 Library:  Proposal being considered is for $25 million for library or $35 million for library plus other facilities.  

Public submissions will be sought. 

 Flooding in Papamoa East: Roads are built lower than residential sections to keep water away from housing.  

Recent flooding in Papamoa East was due to extreme rainfall and unfinished subdivisions.   

 Salvinia:  A dangerous pest which has established itself in our waterways.  It doubles in size every week and 

there is currently a 2 year programme of eradication underway.  Public are being urged to keep away from 

fenced off areas while this pest is being dealt with. 

 Rubbish:  Council will take on rubbish collection from 2021.  The time delay is to ensure an easy transition 

from private contractors to council. 

 Cr John Robson spoke among things, on the sequence of events surrounding the Library vote.  Cr Leanne 

Brown disagreed with some of what was said and although Cr Steve Morris backed Cr John Robson on the 

night of the meeting, he has since sent the following statement:  
“In regard to the last statement of the night from Cr Robson, I (Steve) agree with his sequence of events around the 

library vote. Cr Brown stated that no hotel was mentioned in the interim discussion with the CEO. I (Steve), on reflection, 

agree with Cr Brown’s recollection of the content of that interim discussion.”  



Please remember to support our local foodbank… non-perishable items can be dropped off to Next Door Realty 
(along from Fashion Island), Eves Real Estate (Papamoa Plaza), or to Todd Mullers office (Domain Road opposite Z Service 

Station.)  Or bring them to our next PRRA meeting. 
 
Next Meeting is 9th July 2018 at 7.30pm Legacy Gardens with our guest speaker Rebecca Maiden of Tauranga City 
Council on Rubbish. 
Raffle was drawn and Meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

We wish to gratefully acknowledge the ongoing support of our Sponsors:  
Doug Jarvis – English Butchery   Meat Voucher 
IFix Computers    IT Support 
Next Door Realty Ltd    Hall Hire & Stationery and Printing 
 


